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No, 1TH FLEMINGTON COPPER MINES, 3 
by E. Vosseller. sy. iy 

No. 2.-THE TWO COLONELS JOHN PAYLOR. = 
by Henry Race, M. D. : a 

No. 3.— . i “e 
HISTORICAL SKETCH OF JAMES STERL ING, : a 
by E. B. Sterting. : = 

No. 4—-THE READINGTON SCHOOL. é 
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No more published? 


ConTents.—v. 1; Vosseller, Ellas. A sketch of the copper infnuing 
enterprise, near Flemington, New Jersey, 1891.—v. 2. Race, Lenrs, 
The two colonels John Taylor... 1892.—v. 3. Sterling, Ndward B. Ilis- 

Fie torienl und genealogical sketch of Jumes Sterling. 1803,—v., 4. Flemias, 
John. Ilistory of the Readington school, formerly called Holland brook 
school, 1804-1897. 1898.—y. 5. Vosseller, Ellas. Tueca-Ramma-llack- 

eur Caro ing. 1901. 
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ENTERPRISE, 
—NEAR— 
FLEMINGTON, NEW JERSEY, 
Bw Elias Vosseller. 


SECOND EDITION. 


FLEMINGTON,N. J., 
* HM. E. Derntss, 
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el fn 124, says ‘fa valustle deposit 
of copper ore is said to have been 
lately fourd vear Flemingtop.’? 

About this tine Squire George Rea was 
employing soine men to prospect for copper 
ore on Lis account nexr Co; per Hill, but with 
littiesnecess, It was well known that coy per 
mines had been operated in this neighborhood 
fu pre-Revolutiopury times by an Frglish 
company, probably with unsa'isfactory 
results, 

There were cvidences at that time of euch 
work on a farm then owned by Jacob 
Rockatellow, oce and one-half mil-s south 
of Flemington: also, on a farm then owned 
by Hugh Cepner, about one-quarter mile 
west of Flemington. The belief that there 
were valuable deposits of copper in this 
nighborto d was galuing gtound, atdas 
early as 1825 a petition was sent to the 
Leyiolature, askiug fur the formation of a 
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mining company. In 1836, the Neshante 
Mining Compary was tormed with the 
Intention of deveioping the above mentioned 
R-chafellow propery. They bought the 
farm tor $5,150. Hugh Cepner, John IL. 
Capner,W. H. Sloan, Samuel Hill and Joseph 
Case were the corporator:, The property 
was capitalized at 3100 000,—1,0C0 shares at 
€100 each—the momy to be paid to the 
Directors as needed to develop the property 
up tothe fullamounut. Capt. Salley and his 
two sons. English miners, were put in charge 
of a gang ef mento tind the copper. They 
had no success beyoud tlading here and tl ere 
a pocket «f good ore. In Cpening one of the 
pre-R:volutionary shafts, shout fifty feet 
below the surface they came upon some 
mining too's, such as wedees acd picks, and 
au Ouk bucket of abouttwo bushels ecapecity, 
eFtronvly bound with iron, Ties tu ket Mr, 
Joho H. Capper had in his possession for 
ahout twenty years, Wwheo {t fell to pieces. 
The handle he bas yet. Thes found an 
irregular chamber. about 15 feet square, from 
which they believed copper ore had been 
taker. 

By a supplement to thelr charter they 
Increased their number of shares to ary 
uuqber not exceediuy 15,000 and gained the 
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privilege of building araflroad to the nearest 
point on the South Brauch and Delaware 
rivers rerp-ctively, but to be us d only for 
Pparpeses conneeed with the mining 
opera fors of said Company. It was an 
exp nsive experiment ant wos abandoned. 
This lack of success seemed to evel the 
minivg f-ver until, in digging acellar fora 
new hous: on his farm, Hugh Capoer found 
good copper oe. With this dissovery the 
mining excitement broke out afresh. and on 
S ptember 20, 1846, Hugh Capner sold his 
farm for $49,000.00 getting $22,000.00 'n cash 
aul a Meastyage for the talance. Subse. 
quently he fore losed the Mortyage «and 
bou ht the pep rry back ; and shortly after- 
Words so'd itt again receiving $55 000.00 
in ca-h On February 24, 1847. the Flem- 
ingion Ce pper Comnpary wasehar'ered. The 
p'Operty was copitalized »t $200,C00—-10,000 
Bhares at $20 each, ass ssable to the extent, 
of $10 per share, sud the shares to be fortetted 
if assessm nts were not paid in 50 days. 
Th se shares were assis ed tothe full ex- 
tent. By asupplementary act. March 14, 
1851. the Directors were author’z d to assess 
ti more per share. Ry | further snpp ement 
March 17, 1854, the name wes changed 
to the Raritan Consolidated Mining 
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Comp ny, and power eranted to fzsne 450,000 
shares of stock at $5 each in lieu of old 
stock. by which operation $100,000 of debt 
Vanished. 

About this time the American Conrper 
Mining Company ot Flemington was formed. 
This Company was never Incorporated, nor 
can we find that it ever owned any land, but 
it had 10 000 shares of stock, assessabie up to 
$7 per share. Tne Trustees were all 
Philadelphia men except one, and it looks as 
if they were acting the old story of Hodge’s 
Razors. The innocent purchaser complained 
that they would not shive, and he was 
blandly informed by the seller that they were 
hot made to shave but tos ll, 

In 1846 the Philadelphia and New Jersey 
Copper Company was formed They owned 
come Jone and 10,000 shares of ssessable 
stock. The South Flemington Mining Co. 
was formed Jat r, George N. Sanders and W., 
Colorado Jewett amovgst the corporators. 
These men afterward became notorious a8 
self-appointed Commissioners from the 
Confederate Sates, trving to com premise the 
Wa-hington awhorities through Horace 
Greeley using Canada as a base of operations, 

On June 4. 1847, the Readington Company 
Was furmed. This secims to have becu anuther 
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one of-those bogus concerns which posseserd 
nothing tut a Board of Officers and 15,00v 
shares of ssgessable stock. 

On February 17, 1848. the Central Minfor 
Company was incorporated. with Jonathan 
Ovden and Edward Reinington, of 
Philadelphia, and J. G. Reating and W. HI. 
Sloan. of Flemington as Tru-tees. he 
Central allowed its Trustees $300 each per 
yea", as compensation, if they could makeit. 
They bought the Bartolette farm, now 
occupled by Geo, Van Sinderin, about a mile 
south of Fie mington, recured an cueine and 
all necessary fiplements, and s-em to have 
made an hovest.¢flort to find the ore. Tiley 
sunk three barge shafts ard prospected at 
many placegon theirlands. Thev capitalized 
at$100,000. It was the oldstory over—copper 
Ore and yvood cre. too, but notin paving 
quantities. On March 7, 1861, th's property 
was sold ta the Acorn Copper Company. 

March 20, 1867, the Hanterdon Copper 
Mintng Company was inecrp roted with Asa 
Jones, Bennett Van Sycke', George A. Allen 
and Charles Barthes as corporators. They 
capitalized at the med+st sum of on shalf 
million dollars, with the usu lee nditions, 
the stock assessable ard forfeited if 
asscesmeuts Were net paid in thirty days. 
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This was the same property which was first 
known as the Floun i gton Copper Company, 
afterward as Raritan Consolidated Mining 
C moary and then as Hunterdon Mining 
Company, and o. this property was expended 
the greatest »mount of work and money, 
Joseph Case, jus’ acrass Mine Brook, owned 
four acres oO Jand. Ie sunk a sheft and 
found good ore. The Mining Corpiny 
Offered bim $4,000 for his land avd Le sold it 
His brother owned seventy acres contiguous 
to this, and the Company oflered him $6,000 
for bis farm, but he refused saying il it was 


worth that much to them it was to hom, and 


he blamed his brother for seliinog bis land at 
the paltry sum of $1.000 pr acre. This 
seventy-acr’ farm was sold afterward for 
$7,900 and was cousidered well sold. 

One cf the early manipulators of this mine 
would not allow any of the ore to be 
dieplserd, tut cleared away the rock, 
exposing the ore to-view so that ec pitalists 
could be taken through and shown the ore 
in its naturel state. He sermed to know 
that the ore was in smell bodirs, or pockets, 
and that it was ea‘est to sell the unknown 
quantity He was very successfal in m«king 
woney, and afterwa'd built a fine residence 
in Somervil.e. 
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Vater, when the smelting furnace had been 
put up, the plan was changed. Whena 
po kr t was found somehow the news reacin d 
New York and Philadelphia. an the stages 
brou: ht a great many strangers who were 
found to be interested in copper mining. 
Thev were allowed to see the ore come cut 
of the ground and to witness the various 
processes of extr ction until they found a 
little pf ce f goo solid ecpper iu one pocket 
and a hand‘ul of nicely printed asses3able 
stock in another. 

These were good times for speculators. 
It ts sald that one Flemington gentl man 
started for New York to market some stock 
at. a favorable time, and when he reached 
New Brunswick he was taken sick. When 
suffi-iently recovered to reach heme he 
complatued that he dd not know what 
Providence had against him to inter‘ere with 
his reaching New York He had just mede 
$12 OO on mining stocks, and ff he could 
have reached New York, as he planned, 
could have made $8 000 more. But, in spite 
of al’ manipulations, the mine was a 
disaypointment, At times it was worked 
wth vreat zeal and again only appearances 
were kept up. Onecaptafi complained that 
he was not allowed to dig deep enough, 
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though they had already gone down 200 feet ; 
another that he was not allowed todtg in the 
right spot. The most promisiug ground was 
pretty well honeyeombed 

In i859 a determined effort was made to 
galvanize into activity this half dead 
property. Prof. Montroville Wilson 
Dickeson, M. 1... cf Philadelphia, wae 
recured to make a report on the property. 
He began by cealling attention to the 
fevorable locatien of the fl urishing town of 
Flemington, but he put it 97 mil s from New 
York. Then came the improvements: A 
permavent and substantial engine house, 
steam ergine of 200 horse power, 5 pumps 
(2 of 10 end ene of 8 inches diameter), 
crushing and jigging machinery, abundant 
supply of water, large brick mansion, 3 
miners’ he uces, ¢ flice. laboratory. carpen er’s 
and blacksemith’s she ps and tools, store 
house and large barn. I[I+ made a map, 
showing the location of 400 acres of land, the 
mineralbright cf which they possessed, He 
savs documentary cy¥idence fs before him 
showing that sbout $S400.000 hove been 
exper ded in connection with this property 
independently of the sums appl'ed at an 
early dat+ in the listorv of thisconuty, when 
it was undoubtedly worked for ics copper. 
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Then he tells us something sebout the 
geological character of its formation, of this 
lode in particular, and then has xn essay on 
the true veins, taking us to Virginia, to 
Cubi, anid «ven to the Ural Mountains, in 
Russia, and comes arourd beck to 
Flemington ty the way of the Lake Superier 
copper mines of Michigan. He c'oses with 
the declaration that he fs sa‘isfied that the 
Hunterdon Covnty Mining Co.’s prop rty 
will be found among the most productive 
and valuable of the kind anywhere. the lode 
beine a true one, and, consequently, nothing 
more required than a mining Knowledge and 
eystem, afded bv adequate capital, to render 
it both prefi ab'e and veluable. He says 
lamentable eviderces of incapacity pervade 
the workings, and that however good the 
pooperty may have been it could not 
withstard such assaults upon tts integrity. 
Fxpendiiures have been injudicicus and 
wasteful, as the sinking of the meadow shaft 
to 100 feet at a great distance from = tha 
engine and ata point b yond the outerop, 
and where there was no more pessibility of 
striking a cepper lode than inthe Desert of 
Sahara. He savs there exists in this 
property, in its integritv, a real value that 
will task the energies for exhaustion of at 
13 
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Jeast two generations of mankind. This 
glowing report, some of which is quite 
bewildering to alayman, docs not seem to 
have helped matters much. M 

April 3. 18G1. thers was a riot at these 
mines. Capt. Girard au lived in fine style 
atone of the hotels and was very popu ar 
with the miners by c: use he drauk beer with 
them and trested them vory considerately. 
Rut a new captain wos pnt in charge, 
instructel to pay off and discherge witha 
few excep‘ions atl the hands then employed 
The miners manifested their indignation by 
riding the new captiin on a rail The 
Captain returned to New York ard 
complained of this treatment to tle 
Company He was sent back with a emall 
force of men to rerew operstions at the 
mines. As he landed from the s’age ip front 
of the Union House he was greeter with 
shouts of dislike, tut there were no acts of 
violence then. He set our for the mines that 
afternoon. but was di-suad)d fr m going bv 
some who had beard serious threats. Next 
day he started avaip, this time accompanied 
by the Sheriff. Robert Thatcher. When they 
came in sivht, the miuers commenced 
rious con'uct again, andl p-wesently 


imprisoned the Sheriff and Captuin in the 
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engine room  Thissmal! room was crammed 
full of miners and their wiv’s, apparently 
mad enough to tear the Captain in picces, 
Tar and feathers and a rail were in readiness 
for the Captain as soon #s he could be taken 
from toe Sheriff, but they were not used, as 
the Sheriff stood his ground like the brave 
man he war and protected him from 
viclence. Word was sentto town of the 
situation of affairs, and Chif Justice 
Whelpley who atthe time was holding (curt, 
called upon the citizens to go to the help of 
the Sheriff. The citizers turned cut in 
number. quire Miller Kline read the Riot 
Act an! the rioters dispersed The Sheriff 
received no injurv beyond a little elbowing 
apd eqnueczing. The Captain lost a good 
enat, which the miners’ wives destreyed for 
hm. Ccurt Crier Nelson W. Abbott was 
struck cu the bead but not serfi usly hurt. 
Thirteen of the rioters were arrested, tried 
and fired $20 each andcosts. The ringleader, 
ene Capt. Hicks, who was really resronsible 
for the ou'break, ese ped arrest and 
punishment altegether. H+ was wily and 
eg tistic and used to brag, “fll cou'd ’ave 
ad charge cf thse mines. Hi ’ad the first 
hoffer. Hi ’ave the habtlity.’’ | 
The property went from bad to worse 
15 
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until, on October 31, 1863, the Sheriff, 
Robert Thatcher, sold {it on complaint of 
John Gladstene to James Hay February 
29, 1863, he sold it to Allen Hay, and on 
Octoter 31, 1864, he sold it to the Kent 
Copper Company, the incorporators of which 
were New Yorkers except one, and it was 
again capital z d at one-half million dol’ars. 
This was the last: ffort in which Allen Hav 
claims to have lost $100.00. James 
Graham, owner of Graham's Mag-zine at 
one time a well known and valnab’e 
property, lost a considerable fortune 
in these mines, 

While some men made money by selling 
the stocks of these various companies, the 
general drift of the whole cprrations was 
toward loss) Every m rebart in town lost 
more or Jess heavily ty extending credit to 
the miners. The best results ever secured 
was to produce copper at a cost of over SL 
per pound. when ft was 18 cts. in the market. 

Dr. C. W. Larison, o° Ringoes, who is an 
undoubted authority on the geology of this 
reyion. gives {ft as his opinion that there fe 
a large and valuible holy of copper ore in 
this reg’on which will be worked at some 
future day. | 

If so, it seems unlikely thut it will be 

16 


. Demitasse Siemens | ry 


Thane, ont tat it ‘dots 4 
Ya satel Ca 31 bos ,avdo 
qieu ys ete Of nandaliald 
eo fer cy weltA of a- eee 
jovA «dias tt bios od ,h04f 
dutd @ Yo avotevaqiesst edt, yaaqmnD 
anw tt fem .ot Jquexe ead Y wih ow 
etx ob golitian Vedone tab x latiqes oh 
vel voll dotlw nt tool tant odteaw 
seunal AMOS tank soved Oo at 
ie wher Ql, smndne le Tseme, i oh <p ol ae Me em 
ovewiny hae oweond tow «2 omlh. Ss ee a pm vee | 
adalat sidatybtesos o if ait Te be ive Sea 
yaenl on 
patitan qi sem sham asen oma ee 
ot! Astumyaoy auohtavy aad? to edoote aft 
aeH acoblieiogy a ys Maga wiht 
diol weet al 4 raitwy 
ot Siew sabhanean or vlivand wise 
Lorine tore eos tand oT. 
1% wero Wo 1) 2 fe TaggED 
tofdtemouls at ato Zee 
ue thodw ,svogalll ‘o 
pico YEleos adt aag 
ieee rn od ea 
al a wepteg od 
 omee da bodtaw id. | 


od tte Ht sus 


found in the grounds that have been worked 
over. While some of the companies were 
fraudulent and evidently organize? to swin- 
dle the unwary, others were honest and 
used every endeavor to make their property 
valuxrble, devoting to it both time and their 
monev, securing competent miners to search, 
and provi:ing them with all necessary ap- 
pliances. 

In spite of all app2arances, there is no true 
lode, and the pockets are too small to pay 
for the expense of di-covery 

Tre best ore was found under the brook 
that ran th ough the property. I's course 
wasdiverted, a great shaft was sunk, and 
from it valieries were run in all directions, 
bul the great find was vuever found = After- 
wards the brook resumed its natur,] chen- 
nel, avd this spot came to be known as the 
“swimming hole,’? and the best fishing 
ground in the brook. 

October 24, 1865, the property was sold to 
John Mrses, and has since been in private 
hands. The large brick mansion spoken of 
fa now the prop rtyv and residence of Capt. 
John Shields, and is more vearly a mansion 
than ever before, . 

J have tried almost every probable place 
to find a certificate of stock of auy of these 
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eleven companies. One gentleman told me 
he did h-ve ene, but became tired of paying 
the assessmenrs and gave it back to the com- 
pany ; but at last ore certifcate has teen 
found, and ii is for 50 shares of the Reading 
Mining Co --one of the bogus compani s— 
and was never worth more than the paper it 
is printed on. 

The last of the mine captains was an En- 
glishman by the nameot Maynard. He toid 
me that the mines had been ‘‘salt d” with 
ore from Lake Superior, and gaye me a sam- 
ple of it which seems to b> solid copper. 

Not long since a great hole opened over 
one of the drifts, so near a restience as to 
suggest unpleasant possibilities. It hap- 
pened in the night fortunately, or some one 
micht have been envulfel. 

There are y ortions of the road in the neigh- 
borhood which give out ominously hollow 
sounds as one drives over them ard make 
One wonder whether some heavily loaded 
waron wil go down some day 

The whele «ffort was very demoralizing to 
the town. While it brought some good citi- 
zeus, it brought many of a very roa’h char- 
actor. There was a vreat deal of caroustnog, 
and Saturday nights tn particular were made 
bideous with brawls and drunkenness. 
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COLONELS JOHN TAYLOR. 


AN HISTORICAL SKETCH, 


By Henry Race, M.D. 


FLEMINGTON, N. J., 
H. E. Deats, 
1892. 
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fen the War of the Revolution there were 
6+. two John Taylors with the rank of Col- 


onel belonging to the Militia of the Colony . 


-of New Jersey, one in the Second Middlesex 
Regiment and the other in the Fourth Hun- 
terdon. 


CoL. Jomn TAYLOR, OF MIDDLESEX, 


Was born August 1,1751. He was the only 
son of Jacob Taylor, of Amboy, N. J., (born 
Nov. 22, 1729, died in Dec., 1776,)and Rachel, 
daughter of John Potter, of Springfield, N. 
J. His grandfather was John Taylor, of 
Hawes, Bedfordshire, England, (born 1688,) 
who immigrated to this country in 1739 and 

settled on the Raritan. 
At the age of 19, (1770,) Col. John Taylor 
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graduated from Princet.. —— llege, N. J., and 


shortly after moved tc - -~ Brunswick on 
the invitation of the sees of Queen’s 
(now Rutgers) College, . was elected to a 


professorship in that institution, which posi- 
tion he filled till 1795. He married, in 17Sr, 
Jeannette Fitz-Randolph, of Woodbridge, N. 
J. They had three children, Augustus R., 
M. D., of New Brunswick, born May 27, 


1782; John and Mary. 


At the beginning of the Revolution he was 
chosen a Captain in Col. Neilson’s battalion 
of ‘‘ Minute Men,’’ enlisted for service wher- 
ever required, and held ready to march ata 
moment’s notice. August 16, 1776, he was 
appointed First Major; and June 6, 1777, 
Lieut. Colonel in Col. Neilson'’s 2nd Regi- 
ment of Middlesex Militia. In 1779 he was 
Ist Colonel of the New Jersey State Regt- 
ment. 

During the war his time appears to have 
been divided between his duties as a pat” 
and Colonel of a militia regiment and tl 
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pertaining to his professorship. In a letter 
to Governor Livingston, dated ‘‘ North 
Branch of Raritan, Sept. 25, 1779,’' he wrote: 

“Sir: It was my intention to have in- 
closed a return of the number of officers who 
have joined the State Regiment from each 
county; and also the deficiencies of each, 
but not having been able to get the reports 
of the several companies soon enough, owing 
to their separate stations, and the necessity 
of attending the exaniination of the students 
of Queen’s College, I have, at present, 
omitted making such a.return, but shall 
transmit it, together with the state of the 
regiment, as soon as possible. * * * #* 
«=. * 9 ©) "iis: Excellency owil) also 
recollect that I informed him that I was pre- 
viously engaged by the trustees of Queen's 
College, and that it was with great difhiculty 
that I was able to leave the business of the 
College until the vacation. ..*.. * (*.* * 
The trustees of Queen’s College insisting 
upon my fulfilling my engagements, I hope 
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I shall be discharged from the regiment as: 
soon 46 poseibic. ~*~ * "*  *~* oh 
‘‘T remain, with great respect, your very 
humble servant, 
“JOHN TAYLOR, 
‘‘tst Col. New Jersey State Regiment. 

‘*His Excellency Gov’r Livingston.’’ 

He and his students were, nore than once, 
obliged to decamp from New Brunswick 
owing to the proximity of the British forces. 
The New Jersey Gazette of May 5, 17738, an- 
nounces that ‘‘ The business of Queen's Col- 
lege in New Jersey, formerly carried on in 
New Brunswick, is begun at North Branch 
of Raritan, in the county of Somerset, in a 
pleasant and retired neighborhood ; lodging 
and board to be had in decent families at £30 
per annum. Apply to John Taylor, A. M., 
tutor at place aforesaid.’’ Another notice in 
same paper of January 24, 1779, gives infor- 
mation that the ‘'College is still carried on 
at the North Branch of Raritan, and that the 
neighborhood is so far distant from head- 
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quarters that the army does not at least 
interfere with the business of the College.” 
In 1780 John Taylor, as Clerk of the Faculty, 
announces that the vacation of Queen's Col- 
lege at Hillsboro (Millstone) is expired and 
the business again commenced. 

The affairs of the Colleve in the Revolution 
were carried on in an old church built of logs, 
with a frame addition, which stood near the 
junction of the North and South Branches of 
the Raritan river, in Branchburg township, 
Somerset county, on land now belonging to 
Mr. John Vosseller, and nearly opposite his 
residence. It was built in 1718 and com- 
pleted the following year. It was known as 
the North Branch Church. The Rev. Theo- 
dorus Jacobus Frelinghuysen preached the 
first sermon in it, February 21,1720. It was 
yet standing at the time of the Revolution, 
in a partially dilapidated condition, but suf- 
hciently uninjured to be used for a short 
time in the exigency then impending. The 
number of students during the war was not 
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large, and the curriculum, presumably, was 
somewhat curtailed. 

In 1791 Col. John Taylor removed to Fliza- 
bethtown and engaged in teaching the Greek 
and Latin languages together with Natural 
Philosophy. In 1794 he was called to teach 
inthe Academy at Schenectady, N. Y., which 
afterwards developed to Union College. He 
remained there as Professor of Mathematics 
and Natural Philosophy until his death, 
which occurred November 8, 1S8or. | 


CoL. JOHN TAYLOR, OF HUNTERDON, 


Was born at Bath, England. Of the date of 
his birth or immigration to this country 
we have no means of ascertaining. He 
married Lydia Kar, and settled on a tract 
of goo acres of land situated on the Rocka- 
way creek, between New Germantown and 
White House. There was a mill on the 
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property, known from about 1760 to ’So as 
Taylor's Mill; afterwards as Saxon's; and 
owned now by Mr. John Lane. 

They had three children : Nathaniel Kar 
Taylor, Catharine Kar Taylor, and Ayia 
Kar Taylor. 

Nathaniel Kar Taylor was born in Read- 
ington, June 21, 1769. He went from home 
as a clerk in a store at White House; and 
from there to Amboy as clerk for Marsh & 
Parker, shippers in the West India trade. 
He was married, March 26, 1802, to Mary, 
daughter of William Cool and Sarah his 
wife. They were married at Readington by 
Rev. Peter O. Studiford. He died at wand: 
bridge, Middlesex county, August 28, 1823, 
and was interred at Metuchen. His ay 
Mary Cool, was born in Readington, May 


14,1777. She died in New York, April 12,. 


1823. 

Catharine, daughter of Col. John and 
Lydia Kar Taylor, married, 1784, Rev. Wil- 
liam: Boyd, who was pastor of the Lamington 
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Presbyterian Church, Somerset county, from 
October 20, 1784, to the time of his death, 
May 17, 1807. They had several children. 

Nathaniel K. and Mary (Cool) Taylor had 
six children: William Cool Taylor, born 
January 16, 1803 ; died in Rio Janeiro, March 
8, 1842; Lydia Kar Taylor, born January 22, 
tSo5,; married Aaron Bloodgood, December 
12, 1822; died at Perth Amboy, October 8, 
1837; Sarah Ann Taylor, born November 3, 
1807 ; married to Wim. Savidge; died in New 
York, May 13, 1860; John Taylor, born De- 
cember 16, 180g; died in New York, January 
23, 1848; Catharine Taylor, born April rr, 
1812; married William LaForge, of Wood- 
bridge, 1832; died at Perth Amboy, Decem- 
ber 1, 1868; Nathaniel Taylor, born Novem- 
ber 4, 1814; went on a voyage at sea and 
never returned. 

Under the several acts of the Colonial 
Legislature and the Continental Congress in 
1775 and ’76 four Regiments of Militia were 
organized in Hunterdon county. The Fourth 
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Regiment was under command of Col. John 
Mehelm. John Taylor was chosen Captain 
of one of its companies ; October 28, 1775, 
he was promoted to the rank of Second 
Major ; November 27, 1776, he was made a 
Major in Col. Read’s battalion, State troops ; 
February 17, 1777, Lieut. Colonel in Fourth 
Hunterdon Regiment; and-May 23, 1777, 
Colonel of the last named Reyiment. (Sve 
Adj. Gen. Stryker's Officers and Men of New 
Jersey in the Revolution, pp. 343 and 356.) 

Of his personal military services we have 
no particular data. The patriots of the Rev- 
olution were, for the most part, too actively 
engaged in making history to find time to 
write it. It is well known that the New 
Jersev militia took a very creditable part in 
the engagements at Quinton’s Bridge, Han- 
cock’s Bridge, Three Rivers and Connecticut 
Farins ; and rendered important service in 
the sanguinary battles of Trenton, Princeton, 
Germantown, Spriugfield and Monmouth. 

William P. Sutphin, of Bedminster, Som- 
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erset county, who is well informed as to the 
early history of his section, states that Col. 
Taylor was promoted to the rank of General 
in the militia after the war. 

The latter years of this old patriot’s life 
were clouded by financial embarrassment. 
With too much generosity he became one of 
the bondsmen for County Collector, Joshua 
Corshon, who was a defaulter to the amount 
of £3,121, sit, d6. This, with the deprecia- 
tion of the Continental currency and shrink- 
age in values, absorbed his estate. He was 
prosecuted in the Supreme Court in an action 
for debt, confessed judgment, execution was 
issued and Sheriff Jacob Anderson ‘‘ Levied 
on Eight Horses -twelve Cattle Twenty 
Sheep one old Negro Man two wenches & 
three Negro Children Viz two Boys & one 
Girl one Fight Day Clock one Desk two 
Tables Six Chairs two Beds and Bedding four 
Hundred Acres of Land where Sd. Taylor 
lives part in Tewksberry & part in Reading- 
town.” (Sheriff Anderson's Docket, p. 39.) 
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“C. C. C. & Confined the Genl. in Fleming- 
ton Goal on the 29th September 1795 & 31st 
October the Genl. went out of Goal.” (Sheriff 
Anderson's Docket, p. 94.) 

In civilized countries heroes and patriots 
have often been distinguished and honored 
and their memory embalmed in classic eulo- 
gy. Such was not the award of this veteran 
officer. After suffering a faithful soldier’s 


- hardships, privations and risk of life in his 


country’s struggle for independence, he was 
incarcerated in the county prison thirtv-one 
days for the misfortune of pecuniary insolv- 
ency. 

The date of his death and place of inter- 
ment we have failed to ascertain. 


=~ acne Meters Tarde a gt nn ne 


-gathmolL si, md oat bead 8 , 
garg vA out r9dmsIgee at no 
Wrest) "L900 To tao dna 

a (49, 4 fide 
atoiisq ban goood psitinton a 
hetonod hrs borleingnisaib aod geo 
_olsso dtaanlo ait bomiadine yromom 
cnretey ent) le brews od ton ann sove 
“Sieibloa Hilde x gninstive whA . 

sill mi out Io dei bas enolieving 4 

ager ol .sonobmoqobni tot ofyynnte # Kvacabe 
gno-ziiilt mozing YMHOD oil} mt bodsiownomt - 
phous quaiamsaq Yo ae ould va BUR 


798) Yo soaked bas dtc gist Yo. 
bolist 


MRITIOER o} 


Ve j Mg Aa te Ly cae ioe 
7 apie” nea a > Ane he if, 
ee eo tf 
ek RN ll nae i Me 
; t 4 b. a 
, F a ° iy 
r,t ‘ ht Be \ nse eo a4 } by 
‘a ia 4 , é ' cau ~ 


go le @ 9c? 


Hunterdon Historical Series. 


SIZE 344x444 INCHES, PAPER COVERS. 


PRICE TEN CENTS EACH. 


en. EEE 


No. £=—THE FLEMINGTON COPPER MINES, 


by Elias Vosseller. 


No: 2—TIiLE TRMOnCcuLONn EESL.LOFAN TAY LOR.,. 
ry Henry Rate, ML. 


OTHER NUALBERS IN PREPARATION, 
Hoe BEATS: 
POLISHER, 


FLEMINGTON,N. J. 


Oita RP UAE 


wey ol > % a 
vis 4 - .: ) 
; i y P 
. / + 
+ 1] ~ * . 
( al ‘ ye 
, -~ 7 c ‘ial ‘ 
fea a 
eM | is Ae i , ; ie fae ar er ee H 
iB ‘i 7s. ’ ° yee ee 
: : a er) 
| ee ae et on 
7 na Tie dee ; m 
* ; ’ j . 
re by fas 
7 “ 
; " x. 
. 


ata. 4a 
i fe 
7 : 
f 447) ANGAD @AMOVA 
f 
- '. BOA BTURS VST SORA 
‘t } 
S c > ‘ 
7 J Fiy . 3 } é : { dy nt 
wylt : my ya 
a es 
' Vi ” - 
— MONI AT MIO SATO OPP BED ce et 
ry i 
nh ~ 
RiwvTy Aas 
ei 
Lud * 


eae 4 M, wont roi 


o + HN! 


Historical “° +" 
Sketch of 


James Sterling. 


| 7 é 


+ 7 is Y | | 
| i ehh, 1S 1g aie 
| | | els } 7 ity an ‘a tare r 
i! : Y ‘ . | | 
A “4 r ) . , : 
t id v - 
. . ie Cone 


> speibred’ roma 


HISTORICAL 
AND | 2 
GENEALOGICAL SKETCH 
OF 
JAMES STERLING, 
By Edward Boker Sterling. 
FLEMINGTON, N.J,y 


H. EE. Deats, 
1293. 


+3} 
ra 
it 
918 
+ 
2 
oI 
oft 


i 
' 
7 
a, 
" 


a 


bs 
verb 
wet 


4 —— 


A LT ARO Ae 


 G. W. BURROUGHS, 
BOOK AND JOB PRINTER, 
CRANBURY, N. J. 


1060308 


i iA 
; i. 
. 
‘ 
he r 
/ 
Fe 
1. 
| > * 
enpuoasuad W 
RET BOL GHA WORM, - 
|.  WRUEHARS 
\ . 
® 
‘ a 
> 
s 
as 
) = 
Wass Tis é 
) P ) 
j is 
nl ws 
ere | 


Pe 
a ae ik Ob) 


Games Sterling was born in Coleraine, 
dye North of Ireland, Jan. 6, 1742, and ata 
- very early age (presumably 12 years) was 
brought to America by his uncle, James 
Hunter, a successful merchant then doing 
business in Philadelphia, Pa. 


Of his parentage nothing definite at pres- 
ent is known but the presumption is that 
his parents were Scotch Covenanters driven 
from Scotland through opposition to their 
religion into the North of Ireland many of 
whom settled at Coleraine. They must have 
been very devout Presbyterians from the 
fact that we find James Sterling in early life 
to have been a strict Presbyterian, living up 
to the rules of his faith not only at church 
but in every walk of life and his home. 
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His uncle watched over him with the care | 
of a wise father, instilled in him the virtues ° 
of a successful business career and guided 
his course to the age of maturity when he 
was fitted most wisely to enter upon the 
duties of an active business life. 

Without capital, but with keen business 
tact, honesty of purpose and determined to 
succeed he started in life when between 21 
and 22 years of age to prove that success 
should be his by careful attention to every 
detail. 

His uncle quietly went to the merchants 
with whom he was dealing at the time and 
informed them that his nephew was about 
to embark in business for himself without 
capital, but being possessed of those qualifi- 
cations of a successful business man he 
would be responsible for any debts incurred 
but that he should not be so informed of the 
fact, as he wished to see how judiciously 
he would invest on the start. _ 

From merchant to merchant he imparted 
this information entirely unknown to James 
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Sterling, who when he made known his 
wants ‘with explanations of his limited 
means, was informed that he could have all 
the credit desired, a fact that seemed to im- 
press him greatly, for he refused to purchase 
other than in just sufficient quantities to 
stock a very small store, believing it would 
be easier to buy a fresh stock rather than to 
run in debt for quantities that he had no 
means of paying for, without selling at a 
profit what he had ventured to buy on the 
start. 

His sagacity in buying and strict atten- 
tion to business methods, honesty in his 
dealings with all classes and promptness in 
paying his bills soon laid for him the founda- 
tion of a very large and prosperous business. 

In starting in life he determined to break 
loose from the city of Philadelphia which 
gave him his business education and seek a 
place in which hecould comimand aclientage 
of his own. He looked over several loca- 
tions and finally settled in Burlington, N. J., 
then one of the most prosperous towns in 
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_ New Jersey and the centre of travel between 
New York and Philadelphia. | 
His uncle James Hunter thought it a very 
poor selection, but James Sterling soon con- 
vinced him that he had looked the ground 
over carefully and made an excellent selec- 

tion. 

James Sterling first started in business 
about the year 1762 or 1763 in the property 
situated on the upper side of Main street in 
the store now occupied by Bowen’s con- 
fectionery and fruit store and remained there 
for several years. Finding business very 
good he finally located on the Main street, 
opposite Union street, where from time to 
time he enlarged his store as required, and 
his stock also. His business increased so 
rapidly that his store was the centre of all 
trade not only for Burlington county, but 
the surrounding country, and he was known 
from Sussex to Cape May. 

_ Amusing incidents are told of his business 
career and it was a well known fact that 
nothing could be asked for he did not have 
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in stock. I give two of the most amusing as 
then related: | 

‘“‘A party of gentlemen bent on fun made 
a wager of half dozen bottles of wine that 
James Sterling kept everything and that 
nothing could be asked for that he could 
not supply. | 

‘‘The wager was taken, the party adjourned 
to the store of James Sterling finding that 
gentleman in, walking up and down the 
store looking over his stock with his quick 
and discerning eyes. He asked, ‘well gen- 
tlemen what can I do for you?’ The ques- 
tion was put, ‘have you any goose yokes?’ 
‘Oh yes gentlemen, how many will you 
have? A single one, by the pair or by the 
dozen?’ And calling to one of his clerks, 
bid him to run up stairs and bring down 
those goose yokes and show them to the 
gentlemen. It was not necessary, for the 
laugh was given, the joke appreciated and 
the wine duly partaken of.”’ 


The other incident which well illustrates 
his varied assortment is as follows: 
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‘*The trustees of the old church of which | 
he was a member had decided to make some 
alterations and remodel the altar and sur- 
roundings which included a new pulpit; the 
old one being removed to James Sterling’s 
store-house unknown to the general public. 
In conversation in a public place some gen- 
tlemen were discussing the merits of James 
Sterling’s wonderful store and various things 
to be found there, when one declared that he 
could ask for an article that it was impos- 
sible to have in any store ready made. The 
bet was taken and it was agreed that a 
dinner for the party should be the result of 
the same. The party adjourned to the store 
and were conducted by James Sterling to 
his store-house, where he showed them to 
their surprise and astonishment, the pulpit 
from the old church. 

“It was the talk of the town for many a 
year to come, and soon became a common 
by-word that James Sterling kept everything 
that had been or could be asked for, and 
proven on several occasions.’”’ 
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As amerchant and man of business he was 
equalled by few. He conducted his affairs 
on a very large and extensive scale with 
great diligence, perseverance, punctuality 
and integrity, for more than fifty years. 
Possibly no other man in the State of New 
Jersey transacted as much business in the 
mercantile line with more honor, general 
approbation and satisfaction to those with 
whom he had dealings. 

He retired from active business previous 
to the Revolutionary war, bought a valuable 
farm in Salem county and furnished it with 
stock and everything necessary to a com- 
plete farm. 

He moved on his farm with pleasant anti- 
cipations but could not rest while such 
stirring times were passing and soon made 
himself very useful in the cause of Liberty. 

At the commencement of the Revolution- 
ary war he was a Justice of the Peace under 
Royal Authority, but when England de- 
clared that the Colonies were no longer under 
his Majesty’s protection he very justly con- 
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cluded that where there was no protection 
there could be no obligations to allegiance. 
He then took a very active part in the 
American cause as a firm and zealous Whig. 

Family tradition says that he was the 
captain of a company that he fitted out at 
his own expense and went with the company 
to Staten Island and other places, in the 
public service. 
- He risked his reputation, his fortune and 
his all in the Support of the Independence of 
the United States. In the Minutes of the 
Provincial Congress and Council of Safety 
1775-76, of the State of New Jersey pages 51 
and 52: ‘Burlington Committee it was re- 
solved that in pursuance of the eleventh 
article of the said Association a Comuinittee 
of Observation for the city and county be 
now appointed for the purpose in that article 
mentioned,’’ and James Sterling ‘leads the 
list of thirty-three prominent men, ‘‘the 
comuittee to be continued for one year from 
Tuesday, Feb. ryth, 1775.”’ 

“Officers and men of New Jersey in the 
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Revolutionary War,’’ by William S. Stryker: 
I find on page 339 from Burlington county. 
First Regiment, James Sterling, Second 
Major. On page 369 I1 find James Sterling 
Second Major, First Regiment, Burlington 
county, September 28th, 1776. 

About the close of the war he returned to 
Burlington, where he continued to reside 
till the close of his life, and again went into 
the mercantile business. i 

He accumulated a large estate and gener- 
ally was favored with good health and strong 
constitution. But the last three years of 
his life he was a man of much affliction, 
suffering greatly with aggravated hemor- — 
rhoids from which he died. 

In his civil and political life he exercised 
the saine great intellect which was shown in 
his business career holding the following 
important offices : 

“Civil List 1784-1851’? Mayors on Burling- 
ton. James Sterling was the third Mayor of 
the city of Burlington, 1801-1806, succeeding 
Joseph Bloomfield the second Mayor, 1795- 
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1800, who was Governor of New Jersey ISor- | 
1802 and again 1803-1812. 


‘‘Alderman and Commonalty list,’’ Bur- 
lington, James Sterling heads the list as first 
in that line 1785-1794. 

‘Common Council.’’ He served in this 
body from 1S1o0 to 1811. 


HIS RELIGIOUS LIFE. 


His mother was a pious member of the 
Presbyterian church, by whose examples 
and admonitions he had early religious im- 
pressions which he put into active practice 
after starting for himself in business. He 
withdrew from such company as might be 
hurtful to him and formed but few new 


acquaintances excepting as might be of ad- 
vantage to him. 


He was a Presbyterian of the old school 
when he married Mary Shaw, of Burlington, 
who was an Episcopalian. They mutually 
agreed to make no difficulty on points of 
religion, difference in opinions or forms, but 
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‘ to have the worship of God in their house . 


and fainily. 

About the year 1771 he heard Rev. Francis 
Asbury, great Bishop of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Society, at which time he was brought 
under deep awakenings and heart convic- 
tions. He then became a constant hearer of 
the Methodist preachers and soon after be- 
canie a member of that society, and for a 
long time was a member of both the Presby- 
terian and Methodist societies. 

He stood high in the world, a man of 
fortune and respectability, but the Metho- 
dists at that time were composed principally 
of the poorer classes and looked upon with 
distrust and disrespect. He however, con- 
tinued to be a member of both societies until 
objection was raised by the Presbyterians to 
his communing with them from his connec-. 
tion with the Methodists. 

The Session was divided some in favor of 
and some against his continuing with them 
as he had done. His certificate had been 
presented from a sister church; they could 
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find no fault with his life, except that he 
associated with the Methodists and must 
give up one or the other. For the sake of 
peace and harmony he withdrew from the 
Presbyterians and devoted his time, purse 
and energy to the building up of the Metho- 
dist faith not only in Burlington but other 
parts of New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland. 
He was a great friend to all the ministers of 
the Methodist faith, his home being the 
headquarters for all of that denomination, 
and frequently he entertained from 50 to 100 
at one time at his home. His heart went 
out to all, his purse was always open to a 
minister, and he did great service as a lay- 
man and in building places of worship for 
the Methodists. ! 

‘History of Burlington and Mercer coun- 
ties’’ by E. M. Woodward, pages 22, 123, 
126, 227,400; 033,194,254, 156, 157; 158, 161, 
all refer to James Sterling and his sons. 

A lengthy obituary notice of James Sterling 
was published in 7#e American Datly ld- 
vertiser, Philadelphia, Jan. 1gth, 1818, by the 
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Rev. Ezekiel Cooper, a life long friend. 

‘‘Memorials of Methodism of New Jersey,’’ 
1860, by the Rev. John Atkinson. James 
Sterling’s portrait occupies the front of the 
book, while pages 152 to 164 give a sketch 
of his services as a Methodist layiman, and 
his name is frequently mentioned on the 
pages. , | 

‘Methodism in America,’’ by Lednum, 
also ‘‘History of the Methodist Episcopal 
church,’’ by Abel Stevens, two volumes, 1564, 
all give interesting accounts of James Ster- 
ling as one who rendered great service to 
the Methodist church in New Jersey. 
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GENEALOGICAL RECORD. 


James Sterling married Mary Shaw, of 
Burlington, N. J., Oct. 2oth, 1768. He being 
26 and she 17 years of age, the marriage 
license was obtained in Pennsylvania. There 
were nine children by this marriage. 

Mary Shaw died about 12 o’clock Thurs- 
day morning, April roth, 1785, aged 36 years, 
7 months, and is intered in St. Mary’s 
churchyard, Burlington, N. J. 


CHILDREN BY FIRST MARRIAGE. 


1st. James Hunter Sterling, b. Thursday, 

Sept. r4th, 1769, at Burlington, N. J., 

d. Sunday morning, Sept. 9th, 1798, 

m. Elizabeth Robbins, (d. Jan. 24th, 

1832), two children. | 

2d. Elizabeth Salter Sterling, b. Saturday, 

July 6th, 1771, at Burlington, N. J., d. 

Aug. 5th or 15th, rSrs5, at Burlington, 

N. J.. m. Mahlon Budd 1794? Two 
children ? 

3d and 4th. Twins. James and Mary Ster- 

ling, b. Saturday P. M., June roth, 1773, 
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at Burlington, N. J., and died about 
two hours after birth. 

Samuel Shaw Sterling, b. May gth, 
1774, at Burlington, N. J., d. Friday, 
April ist, 1808, unmarried, at Burling- 
ton, N, J. ! 
Willian Sterling, b. Thursday, Oct. 
17th, 1776, at Burlington, N. J., d. 
Saturday, Sept. 22d, 1781, Burlington, 
N. J. 

Archibald Sterling, b. Thursday, Sept. 
26th, 1780, at Burlington, N. J., m. 
Mary Ann ? d. about 1830? Five 
children? 

John Wesley Sterling, b. Friday, Oct. 
1ith, 1782, at Burlington, N. J., d. 
Monday, Aug. 16th, 1852, near Trenton, 
N. J., m. Ann Woodward Feb. 29th, 
tS04. Six children. 


Margaret Sterling, b. Tuesday, April 
12th, 1785, d. March 26th, 1856, m. John 
Johnston, June 5th, 1805. Five chil- 
dren. 
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Through the first marriage I have recorded 
only so far as I have been able to trace, with © 


the following results: 

Nine children, twenty grandchildren, 
twenty-eight greatgrandchildren, forty-nine 
greatgreatgrandchildren, and twenty great- 
greatgreatgrandchildren. Total, 126.* 

James Sterling married Rebecca Budd (the 
1oth child of Win, Budd, the 3d and Susan- 
nah Cole his wife who were married April 
6th, 1735, born Sept. 27th, 1760, at New 
Mills, now Pemberton, N. J.,) at Good Luck, 
N. J. meeting-house, Nov. 13th, 1755. 

Rebecca Budd Sterling died June ‘oth, 
1841, 8 P. M., aged So years, 8 months and 
15 days, at her residence in Burlington, N. 


J. She was among the first fruits of Method- 
ism in New Jersey. About 1779, she joined 
the society, that being nore han five years 
before the organization of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. 


* NOTE.—There are a great many descendents to be 
accounted fer as I have no record at all of Archibald’s 
family, few records of Margaret's, and I will be very 
giad to hear from any member of either branch that 
can help me on the same as to the decendents of the 
above named children. 
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James Sterling died Jan. 6th, 1818, at Bur- 
lington, N. J., 76 years of age, greatly be- . 
loved and respected by all who knew him. 
His tombstone bears the following inscrip- 
tion : 

He who ts rich in Soverign Mercy, 

Has called him from works to rewards. 

In life he was esteemed and in death lamented. 

His friends and society generally have sustained 

An irreparable loss in his infinite gain, 

Theretore they sorrow not as those who have no hope. 

He died in the triumphs of faith, and he 
left the following lines to be engraved on 
this sacred stone: 


“Christ to me as life on earth 

And death to me is gain 

Because I trust through him alone 
Salvation to obtain.”’ 


CHILDREN BY SECOND MARRIAGE. 

Ist. William Asbury Sterling, b. Friday, 
Aug. rith, 1786, d. Thursday, March 
12th, 1S8i1, at Burlington, N. J. 

2d. Thomas Chew Sterling, b. Friday, . 
April 4th, 1788, d. Nov. 18th, 1854, 
Trenton, N. J., m. Edith Wetherby 
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3d. 


4th. 


5th. 


6th. 


June 13th, 1811, (died May roth, 1876, 
Trenton, N. J.) Four children. 

Mary Shaw Sterling, b. Saturday, Dec. 
5th, 1789, 4 Decregih, 1870, at. Phila- 
delphia, Pa., m. Charles E. Hollins- 
head, Cct. 2oth, 1813. Six children. 


Joseph Sterling, b. Monday, Jan. 30th, 
1792, d. Nov: 14th, 1863, Trenton, N. J., 
m. Sarah Hamilton, of Philadelphia, 
Pa., Sept. r4th, 1815, (b. July gth, 1787, 
d. Dec. 6th, 1866, Trenton, N. J.) 
Seven children. 

Benjamin Sterling, b. Sunday, April 
6th, 1794, d. Feb. 13th, 1822, Burling- 
ton, N. j., m. 1st Rebecca Elkinton, 
Jan. 2d, 1817, (d. Feb. 1Sth, 1818), m. . 
2d Elizabeth Fenton, April 19th, 1519, 
(d. Nov. 26th, 1845, Bristol Pa.) One 
child. 


Budd Sterling, b. Monday, April 18th, 
1796, d. Friday, Sept. 18th, 1863, m. 
Eliza Wright, May 2d, 1817, (d. Feb. 
17th, 1868.) Nine children. 
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Susannah Budd Sterling, b. June r1th, 
1798; d. Friday, Dec. 4th, 1891, Brook- 
lyn, N. ¥. She attained the greatest 
age of any of the children either by the 
first or second marriage, 1etaining her 
faculties until the day of her death. 


“Married Wm. Frederick Van Amringe 


Oct. 7th, 1818, (b. May 22d, 1791, Parish 
of Basanhale, city of London, England, 
d. March 16th, 1873, New York city.) 
Twelve children. 
Rebecca Budd Sterling, b. May 5th, 
1iSor, m. rst, Wm. Cowperthwaite, Dec. 
5th, 1$21, one child; m. 2d, Rev. John 
S. Porter, Feb. rath, 1834, (b. Aug. 23d, 
1805, Green Hill, Md., d. Burlington, 
N. J., Oct. 2d, 1890.) Three children. 
Mrs. Rebecca Budd Sterling Porter, 
(widow of the Rev. John S. Porter, D. 
D.,) living at Burlington, N. J. with 
her son John Samuel Porter in the g2nd 
year of her age, is a remarkably bril- 
liant old lady and very widely known 
especially among the Methodists in 
New Jersey. 
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oth. James Sterling, b. Thursday, July 7th, 


1803, m. Ist, Caroline FE. Fennimore, 
Dec. Ist, 1830, (d. Friday, Feb. goth, 
1855, Burlington, N. J.,) m. 2d, Amelia 
L. Porter, Tuesday, Nov. oth, 18s8. 
Four children. 

James Sterling the youngest child, 
now in his goth year, is living at 
present in Philadelphia with his two 
daughters Caroline and Florence, in 
the full enjoyment of all his faculties, 
and is a very remarkable and active old 
gentleman, a pleasing and agreeable 
conversationalist, and glad at all times 
to meet his friends and talk over old 
times. 

He has held many important posi- 
tions of trust and has been a man of 
great influence as the following record 
will show: 

Woodward's ‘‘History of Burlington 
and Mercer counties.”’ 


Page 128. Served in Common Council 1826, 


1835-36, 18309. 
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Collector 1838, 1869-70. 

Assessor 1872-74. 

Township Committee 1837. 
Director of the Mechanics Bank, 
of Burlington, April 26th, 1839, 
until 1850, when he was appoint- 
ed the third Cashier June r4th, 
1850, which he held until he re- 
signed in January, 169. 

Third clerk to the bank June 2ist, 
1845, to 1850. 

March rith, 1853, he was ap- 
pointed on the Board of Trustees 
of the Union M. FE. Church, also 
Treasurer, which offices he filled 
for about 13 years, and he was 
Steward until 1574. 


By the second marriage I have recorded 
only those decendants I have been able to 
trace at the present writing, which are, nine | 
children, forty-seven grandchildren, eighty- 
four greatgrandchildren, seventy greatgreat- 
grandchildren, four greatgreatgreatvrand- 


children. 


Total, 214. 
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Then we have by both marriages, eighteen 
children, sixty-seven grandchildren, one 
hundred and twelve greatgrandchildren, one 
hundred and nineteen greatgreatgrandchil- 
dren, twenty-four greatgreatgreatgrandchil- 
dren. Total, 340. 

My Genealogical Register is by no means 
complete, and I will thank all those who are 
in any way connected with the Sterling 
family in its collateral branches to furnish 
me with such dates of births, marriages and 
deaths as are in their possession, and any 
other information relative to the Sterling 
family in America. 

TRENTON, N. J., Jan. 2d, 1893. 
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SIZE 34% x4ls INCHES, PAPER COVERS, 


PRICE TEN CENTS EACH. 
No. 1.—-THE FLEMINGTON COPPER MINES, 
by Elias Vosseller. 
No. 2.-THE TWO COLONELS JOTIN TA YELOR, 
by Henry Race, M..D. 
NO. 3.—- 
HISTORICAL SKETCH OF JAMES STERLING 


by EF. B. Sterling. 
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HISTORY 


OF THE 


READINGTON SCHOOL, 


FORMERLY CALLED 
HOLLAND BROOK SGHOOL, 


1804—1897. 


BY JOHN FLEMING. 


FLEMINGTON, N. J.: 
H, E. DEATS. 
1898. 


Read before the Hunterdon County 
Historical Society at its Semi- 
Annual Meeting, held at French- 
town, N. J., July 10th, 1897 
Published in the Hunterdon County 
Democrat May 10th, 1898, and now 
reprinted for H, EH. Deats by 
Robert J. Killgore. 


i tit een Beery selon tae ih 
een ao ae eg rokoot. 
| laa pi bisd. rn 


eee ae 


ate ce wisaso’) seoby cosaeav eh ott at vee 
is ae 5 om ith vt 
he a 
Deas aa NON: kat “SOR, & visto 


4 


When a school was first established at 
what is now the village of Readington, is 
not known. An errticle in Snell’s History ot 
Hunterdon and Somerset Counties says, *‘It 
is said there was a school near the village a 
short distance North-west of the mill long 
before the Revolution ”’ 

By reference to the registry of Special 
Deeds for the County of Hunterdon, Vol. 1, 
page 95, we find that under an act of the 
Legislature passed November 27, 1794, 
Abraham Post, Wiliiam Spader, Adrian 
Stryker, Peter Quick, Corn lius Van Horne, 
Peter Ten Brook, Isaac Brokaw, Abraham 
Smock, William Ditmars, William Dalley, 
Andrew Mattis and Derrick Demott, em- 
ployers of the Readington School. met at the 
house of Peter Ten Brook, August 4 1804, 
and voted unanimously ip favor of incor- 
porating themselves. 

At the same meeting five of thelr number 
were chosen Trustees, and their acceptance 
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of the office reads as follows: ‘‘We, the 
under subscribers, certify under our hands 
and seals that we have taken upon ourselves 
to be Trustees in the Holland Brook School, 
pear Readington meting house, agr eably 
‘oan act of Assembly passed 27th day of 
November, 1798. 
William Spader, lL. s. 
William Ditmars, L. 8 
Cornelius Van Horne, L. s. 
~ William Dalley, Ls. 
Aug. 4, 1804 Derrick Demoit, L. 8.”’ 

The first recorded meeting (of which we 
have no date) was for the making of rules 
and regulations governing the Trustees. 
The term of office was tixed for ove year 
The manner of notification of an election for 
Trustees was by posting notice on the door 
of the school house or by giving personal 
notice. Ata meeting beld March 30, 1505, 
the Trustees met and chose Cornelius Van- 
Horne, President. and William Dicmars, 
Secretary. The business done at this meet- 
ing was the making of rules and regulations 
for the government of the School. 

Of the twelve vamed incorporators only 
the names of Smock. Dalley and Mattis are 
now found in the District. No account of 
any meeting being held is recorded until 
May 25, 1858, when it was resolved to elect 
three Trustees, and John 8 Hoagland,- ohn 
P. Voorhees and Bergen Brokaw were chosen. 
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In May, 1838, Isaiah P. Large, Joseph 
Thompson and Washington Skillman, School 
Committee of Readington Township, -with 
R. 8. Smith, T. A. Hartwell and A. Martin, 
of Bridgewater “ownship (Somerset Co.}, 
fixed the boundaries of the District. Janu- 
ary 10, 1840, Dr. Josiah Quimby, John C. 
Lane and Joseph Thompson were appointed 
a committee to draft a new constitution. © 
They reported April 6, 1840. It was adopted 
and although ordered to be recorded, is not 
found in the minutes. One of its articles 
probably was that five trustees may he 
elected, as for some vears that number was 
ehos nu. In May, 18*1, Joseph Thompson, 
School Superintendent of Readington Town- 
ship, George W Vroom, School Superinteu- 
dent of Branchburg Tow nship, and Lewis 
Kiple, Herman Hageman and John 8. Ber- 
rer, Trustees of the school, tixed the bound- 
aries of the district and the name was 
chang-d from Holland Brook School to that 
of Readington School, as is recorded in the 
Clerk’s Office of Hunterdon County, in Vol. 
3 of Speetal Deeds, pages 130-1-2 

In June, 1851, a new constitution was 
adopted. 

In June, 1867, a portion of this district. 
with portions of others was taken to form a 
new district which was called Harlan, The 
new district existed till 1S77 when it was 
disbanded, and the portion which was takeu 
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from Readington was set. back to I°. 

In 1887 Harlan was re-organized and a 
Jarger portion than before was taken from 
Readington to help form Harlan and the 
boundaries of the district remained unaltered 
until 1894, when under the schocl Jaw passed 
that year the district ceased to existasa 
corporation. It is now knownas School No. 
4, Readington Township. By the school 
census Of May, 1897, it numbered 73 scholars 
hetween the ages of 5 and 18 years. 


SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 


We bave no evidence when the first school 
house was built or where it stood. It is 
certaiu that ther: had been one for a time 
before 1804 and that it stord where the 
present one stands. It wasa frame building 
16 by 20 with a low board ceiling, and stood 
in the forks of the road on the South-west 
side of Holland’s Brook, with the play 
grounds in the road as at present. 

There were forms around the walls and 
heavy slabs for seats. This was used as a 
schoo] house till 1839, when it was sold to 
John Morehead who used part of the timber 
in building a tenant house which {s still 
standing and occupied by W. 8. Reed. 

In 1839 the present school house was built. 
Itisatwo-story building, 30 feet long, 21 
feet wide. ard was erected at a cost of 
$704 58. It als> had forms around the walls, 
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but in 1854 they were taken out and seats 
with castings were put in and are still used 

For a number of years a teacher was em- 
ployed in each room, but since 1856 only 
one teacher has been emnrloyed. The Jower 
room is now used for school purposes and 
the upper part for prayer meeting and Y. P. 
S ©. E. meeting. 

The minutes state that the school house 
may be used for prayer meeting and Sunday 
School, also ‘hat it shall not be used for the 
purpose of a singing school. This caused 
dissatisfaction, as a portion of the district 
Claimed a legal right to hold a singing 
school in the house and at a public meeting 
it was agreed that from and after the next 
aunual meeting for the electicn of trustees, 
it shuuld be left to the trustees from year to 
year whether the house shall be used to hold 
a singing school, and if they sanctioned it, 
then to determine the time, afternoon cr 
evening, in order that the disagreeable 
necessity of frequent meetings mav he 
avoided. Under the school law of 1894 the 
Board of Edue tion of the township has 
given permission to hold religious meetings 
in their school houses. but for other purposes 
as the member of the Board representing the 
school sees best. 


TEACHERS 
In those early days there were no school 
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districts as now. When a teacher wanted a 
echwol the custom was for him to canvass a 
neighborhood to see how many scholars he 
could get to attend. If enough signed tr 
mike it pay, he wasthe teacher. The salary 
was a certain sum per scholar and board 
around among hisemployers. Asthisschool 
had rules and regulations for its government, 
the teacher was required to sign them. 
showire his willingness to comply there- 
with, That those of this day may know how 
a school was conducted nearly acentury ago, 
they are here given. 

Rules and regulations for the government 
of the Holland Brook School: 


As order is requisite f-r the prosperity of 
every society, it must be particularly for 
that which it has in view-—the training up 
of children to revder them useful andr - 
spectable as members of civil and religious 
couimunities, the following rules have there- 
lore beeu agreed to for the government of 
the afore:aid school: 

Ist. As spelling is the foundation of good 
reading aud therefore essential to the 
scholars, {it shall be the duty of the teacher, 
every morning and evening, at the close of 
the school to make all those who can spell 
to stand up in regular order and spell out of 
the book, each his word, so much as the 
teacher may think proper 

ai. It shall be the duty of the teacher to 
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see that those who write, keep tteir copy 


books neat and clean, that they may be 
shown to the trustees of the schoo] onthe 
last Saturday of every quarter, if not every 
month. 

5d. It shall be the cuty of the teacher to 
make the cipherers commit well to memory 
the different rules cf arithmetic, and when 
the trustees attend, to examine them on said 
rules if they request it 

4th. It shall be the duty of tne teacher to 


make readers read slow and distinct, and - 


attend to the stops and marks. 

5th. It shall be the duty of the teacher to 
open school from the first day of April to 
the first day of November, every morning at 
eight o’e'cck or as near as possible to that 
hour and every afternoon at two o’clock, and 
from the first of November to the first of 
April every morning at nine o’clo'k and 
every afternoon at half past one. During 
the former six months to Keep the ‘chool in 
four hours in the morning and three in the 
afternoon. All which rules J, the teacher. 
submit to, subjecting myself to removal trom 
the school by the trustees if 1 do not, with 
pay only for the time of having taught. 

Amendments to the Constitution of the 
Holland Brook School to proceed after 
Article 4th: 

Sth. It shall be the duty of the teacher to 
open sciiool from the first day of April to the 
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first day of November every morning at eivht 
o’clock and every afterncon at two o’clock, 
and trom the first day of November to the 
first day of April at nine o’clock in the morn- 
ing and every afternoon at one o’clock, or as 
near as possible to the aforesaid botrs, dur- 
ing the formsr months to keep the school in 
eight hours each day, and the latter in six 
hours each day. 

6th. It shall be the duty ofthe teacher to 
keep strict rules and good order in the said 
school, but not to make use of any unreas.- 
onable or unlawful means s0 as to have the 
children abused 

7th. It shall be the duty of the teacher tuo 
refrain from spirituous liquors while en- 
gaged in this school, and not to enter the 
school house while intoxicated, por Jose any 
time through such intemperance, 

Sth. No teacher shall enter the school un- 
less his articte be first examined by the trus- 
tees, to ascertain a suflicient number of 
echolars. 

All which rules I the said teacher agree to 
submit to, together with the foregoing rules 
and the amendment, subjecting myself to 
remove from the said school by the trustees 
if I donot, with pay only for the time of 
having taught. 

The above rules continued in force till 
1851 when a new Constitution was adopted. 

The first teacher to comply with these 
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rules was Tunis TenEyck and his compliance 
is dated April 9, 1806. After him was M. 
Flannery, whotaught butashort time. - The 
next was John H. Cooper, whostayed nearly 
ten years. He was succeeded by Harry B. 
Knox, then Zalmon Taylor,George Urquhart, 
Lewis Dunn, Philip Tunison, Rodney T. 
Hyde. Mr. Hyde taught at Pleasant Run 
before he came to Readiagton, and a few 
vears ago the writer was informed that while 
Mr. Hyde was there a Sunday School was 
started, and he having the keys of the school 
house and being not friendly to Sunday 
Schools, refused to open the door, so other 
means were used and after that there was 
po more trouble from bim. 

After Mr. Hyde came William Armstrong, 
George W. Phelps and Joseph Thompson. 
Of the latter little need be said, as he was 
Known to many. He filled various positions 
of hovor afterward. While he was School 
Sup.rintendent fm 1855, he conceived the 
idea of having a nienic of all the schools of 
the township. The ptenic was a success. 
Several of the State officials were present 
and made short address’s. In 1834 Jacob G. 
Schomp took charge of the school. For 
more than 50 vears he and Mr. Thompson 
lived in the district and their funerals were 


Jargely attended. Mr. Thomp3on died in. 


1892, and Mr Schomp died October, 1896. 
’ Amy 8. Lundy, the next teacher, was the 
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first female to teach here. After her was 
Francis Hastings. Joseph Thompson again 
taught, but this time during the Winter 
ouly. In the Spring John Simonson took 
charge. He afterward became a minister in 
the Reformed (Dutch) Church He was the 
last: who taught in the old school house. 

In 1839 the present school building was 
erected and the first to teach in it was Eliz- 
-abeth W. Lundy, sister to the Miss Lundy 
who taugbt here in 1835. After her were H. 
T. B Spader, Jas. Otterson, Jr., F. D. Lord, 
Ripley T. Martin, Margaret Vosseller, now 
living in Somerville; Joseph House, Eliz- 
abeth B. Owen, Whitlock N. Harvey and 
Peter I Voorhees. Mr. Voorhees. after 
teaching a few years at other places in the 
neighborhood, went. to farming, was success- 
ful, and died in 1889. The next teacher was 
Elizabeth Webb. A few months after she 
began teaching a new Constitution and 
By-Laws were adopted. This also required 
the teacher to sign before he began. The 
part relating to the teacher is as follows: 

Art. 3, Sec. 4. The trustees shall cause 
every teacher before he or she enters on the 
duties of teaching to subscribe to the follow- 
ing rules concerning teachers. and fora 
non-compliance without the consent of the 
trustees, may dismiss said teacher at any 
time, with pay only for the time taught. 

Art. 4, Sec. 1. The teachers shall keep the 
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school open seven hours in each day, be- 
tween the first of April aud the first of 
October, and six hours between the first of 
October and the first of April tollowing. the 
time of opening and the length of the noon 
vacation to be regulated by the teacher with 
the consent of the trustees. 

Sec. 2. The teacher shall keep good order 
in said school, but shall not use any un- 
reasovable means for that purpose. 

See.3 The trustees shall take such over- 
sight of the school as may be nec ssary. aud 
see that no class of learners are neglected in 
their lessons or recitatious 

Sec. 4. No teacher shall be allowed to 
teach in this district school house without 
the consent of the majority of the trustees, 
au! no teacher shall be allowed to teach 
more thau four weeks without a license first 
had and obtained according to Jaw. 

Sec. 5. Every teacher shall keep seventy 
days for a quarter and shall vacate one day 
in every two weeks. 

Art. 5. The trustees or any one of them for 
improper conduct may be expelled from 
oflice at any time bv the votes of two thirds 
of taxable inhabitants present in favour of 
said expulsion, notice having been given him 
or them ino writing five days previous of 
such intention. 

The first teacher to sigu the new rnles was 
Eleanor 8. TenEyck, and her compliance is 
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dated Sept. 30, 1851. 

Then Conrad Simonson. E. W. Merritt, 
who afterward became a preacher and when- 
last beard of was living in Connecticut; 
Gilbert Lane, who also taught here some 
vears afterward; John 8. Amerman, S. F. 
Voorhees, Heury Lane, John N Voorhees 
and Peter I. Voorhees. (The Jast five or st{x 
may not be in the correct order.) Jobu N. 
Voorhees taught a select school at Middle- 
bush some years afterwird. Stephen Wever, 
after teaching a few years, went to farming 
and died near South Branch. Sylvester 
Robins now ‘ives near North Branch Depot. 
Henry R. Martin was the last one tosign the 
rules, but a few who are named did not. W. 
T F Ayers was afterwards County Super- 
intendent of Schools of Somersct county, 
and died a year or two ago. Rev. 
Wiilfam I. Thompson, form rly prinet- 
pal of the Preparatory School, Rutvers Col- 
lege, and Amos H. Kennedy, (both dead.) 
Jobiu C. Holder, the first teacher under the 
school law of 1867, now lives in Plainfleld 
Levi Fleming, died 1875. Jane Fleming, 
Mina N. Rockafellow. These two are living 
near Readineton. Anna E. Sutphin, Mary 
F. Honuel, Jane Fleming, Rev. Gilbert Lane, 
who sfterward received a call from acburch, 
Hed at Montague. 1896; Mina N. Rockafel 
low, Willian A Hoffman, living at present 
fn KRausas ; Robins Fleming, now in the em- 
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ploy of the Berlin Iron Bridge Co., and liv- 
ing at New Britain, Connecticut; Joanna 8. 
Wack, George Fleming, now principal of the 
Academy atJunction ; Emma Wyckoff, Nora 
Bunn, living near Readington; Kate Van 
DerBeek, Nora Bunn Gano, (Miss Nora Bunn 
married while here) Bertha Smitb, living in 
South Dakota; Lillie Cole, living near 
Readington, and who has been engaged to 
teach the school the coming year, beginning 
Sept. 6th, 1897, and Peter B. Hall, Nesbaunic 
Station. 

Under th schvol Jaw of 1894 we have had 
Helen B Waite, living in Trenton : Hattie 
Swackhammer .now living at Califon; J. B. 
Maugham now teaching at Bernardsville, 
and Mari B. Rudeboc, now at Ringo’s. 


George Fleming started the Public School 


Library and additions were made to it each 
year while he was teacher. 

Arbor Dav was first observed here with ap- 
propriate exercises, and also Columbus Day, 
(1892) when Lillie Cole was teacher. 


SCHOLARS. 


This paper would not be complete without 
some reference to those Who were pupils in 
this schoo]. Several of them became teach- 
ers and were successful. As we look at the 
past, memory recalls the names of not less 
than twenty-five. Joseph Thompson had 
three sons and a daughter who were 
teachers. John B., the oldest son, 
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(now living in Trenton, N J.,) in his 
younger days was an active member of the 
first and second Teachers’ Institutes held in 
New Jersev, at Somerville in 1849 and 1850. 
He also assisted in organizi g the first 
Teachers’ Institute in Hunterdon county, in 
1855. A few years later he graduated from 
Rutgers Theological Seminary, New Bruns- 
wick, aud has been pastor of  severa, 
churches. In 1870 the degree of D. D. was 
conferred on him, and in 1596 he was chosen 
Moderator of the General Synod of the 
Reformed Church of America. Henry P. 
Thompson was pastor of the Reformed 
Church at Peapack published a history 
of that church, and a few years later a 
history of the church at Readington. 
Abraham Thompson was pistor of a Reform- 
ed Church in New York City at the time of 
his death. He and his brotner Henry P. are 
buried in the cemetery at Readington. Their 
sister, who was a teacher, now lives in Pella, 
Iowa. 

Other scholars, who in after life were 
ministers of the Reformed Church, were 
Gilbert Lane, Andrew Hageman, now at 
Belleville: Herman Hageman, High Falls, 
N. Y.; John L. Stillwell, Bloomfingburg, N. 
Y.; W HWiam B. Voorhees, (deceased,) and 
Elias W. Thompson, (a grandson of Joseph 
Thompson) vow at Paterson. The writer 
has heard the nine ministers named preacn 
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in the church at Readington. 

In the profession of the law Readirgton is 
represented by John Schomp, who died in 
1895, and John L. Connet, of Flemington 
Andrew Fleming (father of the writer) while 
living in Cedar Grove School District (Som- 
ereet county) sent three of his children to 
school here. These three (Jane. George and 
Robins) und their brother, Levi, taught 
hereafterwards. In 1884 Mr. Fleming moved 
to Readington, and a grand-daughter living 
with him attended schoo! here, and is now 
teaching near Pennington. Mr. Fleming 
had five children and four grand-children 
who were teachers. 

Those who took up the practice of medi- 
cine were William D. Quimby and Aaron L. 
Stillwell. 

Peter G. Schomp, President, and Aaron J. 
Thompson, Secretary, of the Farmers’ Mutual 
Fire Assurance Association of New Jersey, 
were members of the schcol 

Many of eur scholars became teachers, and 
some of them have taught the Readington 
school. 

From what is written it can be seen that 
from our school, rural asitis, there have 
gone forth as large a number of pupils who 
have become influential members in the 
church and neighborhood as may be found 
in any other. 
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SIZE 54x44 INCHES, PAPER COVERS. 
PRICE TEN CENTS EACH. 


No. L—THE FLEMINGTON COPPER MINES, 
by Elias Vosseller. 


No. 2.-—-THE TWO COLONELS JOHN TAYLOR, 
by Henry Race, M. D. 
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No. 3.— 
HISTORICAR SKETCH OF JAMES STERLING, 
by E. Bb. Sterling. 


No. &-THE READINGTON SCHOOL, 
b by John Fleming. 
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TUCCA-RAMMA-HACKING. 


OY t; VOSSELLER. 


FLEMINGTON, N. J. 
H. E. DEATS, 
1901. 
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GEORGE W. BURROUGHS, PRINTER, 
CRANBURY, N. J. 
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SEEROM the high ground near the middle of Mor- 
zS ris Co., two little streams start on their 
* winding way to the ocean. One takes a zig- 
zag southerly course into Somerset Co., the other 
with a great sweep to the southwest into Hunter- 
don Co., makes a turn which causes it to run north 
for some miles from its mouth, though its first few 
miles are almost exactly south. About four miles 
north of Somerville in Somerset Co., these two 
streams, the North Branch and the South Branch 
unite and form the Raritan. The neighborhood 
Where these streams join, the Indians called 
Tueea-Ramma-Hacking, meaning the flowing to- 
ether of waters. 
Of this region Cornelius Van Tienhoven, Secre- 
tary of the New Netherlands writing in 1650 says, 
rs 
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‘This is the handsomest and pleasantest country 
that man ean behold. Jt furnished the Indians 
with abundance of maize, beans, pumpkins, and 
other fruits. It was abandoned by them for two 
reasons. First finding themselves unable to resist 
the southern Indians, they migrated further in- 
land. Second this country was flooded every 
spring, frequently destroying their supply of 
maize, stored in holes under ¢round.”’ 

Along these beautiful meadows the red man 
fished and hunted finding an amplesupply. Here 
he wooed his dusky mate. Here his boys learned 
the use of bow and arrow, andstoneax. Here his 
girls learned the gentler arts of housekeeping and 
of providing grain and fruits for winter. Here he 
ate and drank and slept; what then? Heate and 
drank and slept again, with little incentive be- 
yond, except some time to reach the happy hunt- 
ing grounds, 


But there came a day when the Duteb invasion 
from Long Island pushing up the Raritan reached - 
this region and tract after tract of their lands went 
out of their possession. But let it be remembered 

4 . 
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that these lands were always bought, and never 
stolen from the Indians. | 

“It is a proud fact in the history of New Jersey 
that every foot of her soil has been obtained from 
the Indians by fair and voluntary purchase and 
transfer, a fact that no other state of the Union, 
not even the land that bears the name of Penn 
ean boast of.’’ So said Samuel L. Southard, New 
Jersey’s most brilliant Senator who reached the 
unique distinction of being au United States Sena- 
tor while his father was a Congressman. On the 
same occasion, Sha-wus kukh-kung an educated 
Delaware said ‘‘Not a drop of our blood have you 
spilled in battle, not an acre of our land have you 
taken but by our consent.’’ 


The prosaic name for Tucca-Ramma-Hacking 
was Two Bridges. ‘These spanned the North 
Branch near its mouth, the first, as you go toward 
Somerville, reaching to a little island about two- 
thirds the way across and the shorter one landing 
you on the east side of the river. These seemed 
a suflicient warrant for the name, but tradition 
says the name referred to the fact that there was a 
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bridge also over the South Branch near its mouth 
to accommodate a road running up the south side 
of the Raritan. It is unlikely. In that case they 
would have ealled the place Three Bridges. 

In the early days the great market for this sec- 
tion and the country west of it was New Bruns- 
wick. There was a great deal of travel over these 
bridges, the farmers hauling their grain to New 
Brunswick and bringing back provisions of various 
sorts. The tirst house over the bridge towards 
Somerville was kept asa tavern. Of course that 
house has disappeared, but in a new house a little 
further back from the river, our old time Flem- 
ington neighbor, Elisha Kuhl, successfully eulti- 
vates one of those splendid Tucea-Ramima-Hacking 
farms where ‘‘the valleys stand so thick with 
corn, they Jaugh and sing.’’ 

Before these bridges were built the stream was 
forded a little below where the bridges afterward 
stood. A woman on horseback from the neighbor- 
hood of Readington crossed over one morning to 
do some errand below, and on her return the stream 
had risen so much as to be dangerous and she was 
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advised at the tavern not to try to cross. She 
said she must get home for she had left her little 
baby there in the morning and she must get back 
to it. So she made the attempt, but the cruel 
waters swept horse and rider out into the Raritan 
and both were drowned. 

The following extract from the deed, taken 
from the Elizabethtown bill in Chancery, relates 
to the part of these lands lying at the mouth of 
the South branch. 

“That Paywassen, Indian, by his deed dated 
Aug. 14, 168% for the consideration therein named 
did sell to the Proprietors of East Jersey, a tract 
of Jand beginning at Holland’s Brook and from 
thence as the river runs to the meeting of the 
branches of the Raritan and to run as far back as 
the said Paywassen and other Indians their lands 
run as by the said deed, recorded in Liber B. page 
ad.” 

In 1716 Andreas Ten Eyck bought the north 
half of this tract, about 275 acres. His son Col. 
Abraham and wife Sarah were buried on a 
bluff on this farm about one. hundred yards back 
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~ from the mouth of the South Branch, as if they. 
were loath to be carried away from these beautiful 
surroundings. It is stated on their tomb-stones 
that Col. Abraham Ten Fick died Nov. 1812 aged 
81 years and 331 days, and that Sarah wife of Col. 
Abraham Ten Eyck died Jan. 2, 1811, aged 101 
years and nine months, showing that she was her 
husband’s senior by nineteen years. 

Col. Abraham’s grandson Andrew Ten Eyck 
who lived here, was very fond of show. He kept 
many fine horses, wagons and carriages with har- 
ness and whips to match. If he had occasion to 
do a little trading at the stores in Somerville he 
would likely go with four horses and a big farm 
wagon. fle drove by word, without lines, and 
never tied his horses to a tie-post. They wee 
large and fat and lazy, and when he said whoa, 
they stood fast until he gave them another com- 
mand, 

On one occasion he came to the office of our late 
Vice Chaneellor, A. V. Van Fleet, when he was a 
leading lawyer here in Flemington and introduc- 
ing himself threw down $20.00 as a retaining fee, 
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saying he thought of instituting a law suit and in 
that case would want his services. But that was 
the last of it, the law suit never came off. 


In such ways he cut a pretty broad swath for 
many years. He inherited three farms, two of 
which were un-incumbered. He died in a hut on 
an Illinois prairie, so poor he had not money 
enough to bury him. 


Lot No. 37 of these original purchases, contain- 
ing 500 acres bought by Hendrick Corson in the 
same year 1683, represents that part of Tucca- 
Ramma-Hacking lying at the mouth of the North 
Branch. 


In 1753 Corson sold the south part of his lot to 
Peter Dumont. This was inherited by his son 
John Baptist Dumont, and by his will devised for 
their life time to his sisters, Brachia and Phebe. 
These were two very amiable gentlewomen, who 
were Aunt “‘Bracky’’ and Aunt Phebe to the 
Whole neighborhood. At their decease it came 
into the market, and my brother John Vosseller 
bought it. He sold off all but 100 acres, cleared 
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up and enriched the land, built a new barn and 
remodelled the house. These improvements, add- 
ed to its umusually handsome location, made of 16 
a model homestead. Here he resided until that 
beautiful Easter morning of 1900, when ‘he enter- 
ed into rest. 

Just back of this farm in Dee. 1753, Jacob Van 
Nest was brutally murdered by one of his slaves. 
The occasion is said to have been the taking of a 
leaf of tobaeco out of the negro’s box. He was 
arrested, taken to the county seat, then at Mill- 
stone, tried and condemned to be burned publicly 
at the stake. Thisexecution was a great oceasion. 
Sheriff Van Doren enforeed the penalty. It is 
said that many of the negroes of the surrounding 
country were present forming the inner circle, 
while the whites formed the outer circle, around 
the fire. Fsuring the burning, the sheriff on his 
horse with a drawn sword in hand, rode between 
the spectators and the fire to keep the former at a 
proper distance. : 

In those good old days, when they punished, 
they punished ; and they were quick about it. 
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As an illustration,—In that same neighborhood | 


on June 20, 1780, Tobie a negro slave was indict- 
ed fora felony. He pleaded not guilty and ‘‘put 
himself on his God and the Country.’”’ On the 
2ist he Was tried and found guilty and sentenced 
to be hung on the 24th, and the penalty was duly 
enforced. 


“The Dutch Reformed Church of North Branch, ’’ 
organized about 1717 built its first editice here on 
the Inow of the hill about two hundred yards 
west of Two Bridges on the north side of the ‘‘big’’ 
road, that is, the “‘old York Road,’’ and on the 
west side of the road running up the North Branch. 
It was built of logs with a framed addition which 
seenis to suggest growth in the congregation soon 
after the organization. It stood on ground now 
belonging to the widow of Mr. John Vosseller and 
tradition says it was burned down. This is the 
organization now known as the Reformed Church 
of Readington located about three miles west of 
this first building, in the villave of Readington 
where a frame church was ereeted and the first 
service held Oct. 7, 1739. 
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During the Revolution the affairs of Queen’s, 
now Rutgers College were carried on for some 
time in thislog church. The faculty and students 
of this college were more than once obliged to de- 
camp from New Brunswick on account of the 
proximity of the British forces. The New Jersey 
Gazette of May 5, 1778, announces that ‘‘the busi- 
ness of Queen’s College in New Jersey formerly 
carried on in New Brunswick, is begun at North 
Branch of Raritan, in the County of Somerset in a 
pleasant and retired neighborhood ; lodging and 
board to be had in decent families at 30 £ per an- 
num. Apply to John Taylor A. M., tutorat place 
aforesaid. ”’ 

Another notice in the same paper of Jan. 24, 
1779, gives information that ‘‘the College is suall 
earried on at.the North Branch of Raritan. and 
that the neighborhood is so far distant from head- 
quarters that the army does not at least interfere 
with the business of the College. ’’ 

This John Taylor was ‘‘Ist Colonel New Jersey 
State Regiment.’’ As late as Sept. 25, 1779 he 
wrote from this place to Gov. Livingston assign- 
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ing his duties in College as a reason for some de- 
lay in forwarding certain reports concerning the 
Militia. During the war his timeappears to have 
been divided between his duties as Colonel of a 
militia regiment and those pertaining to his pro- 
fessorship. | 


A little north of the Church, but on the east 
side of the road running up the North Branch, 
stood a blacksmith shop. In recent years various 
iron scraps have been unearthed there. Among 
other things the two halves of a chain cannon ball 
and the bottoms of smoothing irons, and near 
where the church stood a fine looking spur, whieh 
some horse-backer had lost. A few English ecop- 
per coins and a few Nova Cesareas or horse heads, 
also have been found there. 


Tradition has it that to this shop Gen. Washe 
ington came and had the shoes of his horse taken 
off and all tarned around so that as he travelled 
in any direction he seemed to be going directly 
opposite. A crazy conceit. The truth probably 
was that he had his horse’s shoes reset aud trans 
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ferred from right foot to left that they might wear 
longer. 

It is said a wheelwright shop stood a little to 
the southwest of the Church. It is certain thata 
few praves clustered about the Church, but whose, 
none can tell. ‘‘Dust to dust and the spirit to 
God who gave it.’’ 

Rev. Theodorus Jacobus Frelinghuysen was the 
only pastor of this Log Church in the wilderness. 
At the same time he was Pastor of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church of Three Mile Run now New 
Brunswick, of Six Mile Run, and of Raritan now 
Somerville. Ele was a strong man and for about 
thirty years exercised a powerful influence for 
good over a territory of more than two hundred 
square miles, embracing now more than fifty con- 
pregations. ‘ 

The great Whitefield visited him in 1739 and 
made the following record in his journal. ‘At 
New Brunswick svime thousands gathered from 
Verious parts of the country, among whom there 
had been a considerable awakening by the instru- 
mentalities of Kev. Mr. Frelinghuysen.’’ This 
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refers toan extensive revival which had reached — 
all four’of his churches and which resulted in the 
conversion of about two hundred, a very large 
number for such a sparsely settled region. 

Mr. Frelinghuysen deserves to rank among the 
eminent men of his times. His father was a 
minister, his five sons were ministers and his two 
daughters married ministers. Some of his. de- 
scendants have been greatly honored both by our 
state and nation, and have adorned every station 
in which they have been placed. 

One of them Hon. Theodore was nominated by 
the Whigs for Vice-President on the ticket with 
Henry Clay. ‘ 


sae 


Only a little distance up the North Branch is 
a place called **The Broad Axe Hole.’’? The water 
there was deep and the fishing excellent. A funny 
thing happencd there which came near being seri- 
ous. A large tree had blown over into the water, . 
but was held fast by its roots. Tim McCarthy, 
Whose nationality perhaps you can guess, was as- 
signed the task of cutting off the tree near the 
bank, soit might be drawn out. He stepped out 
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on the tree and deliberately cut it off between 
himself and the shore, so that presently with a 
great splash down went the tree with Tim and his 
axe into the deep water and it was with consider- 
able trouble that he was pulled out. But he held 
on to his axe. 

Shad used to be very plentiful about the head 

raters of the Raritan and for some distance up its 
Branches. An old gentleman told me that as he 
was fishing one night in the North Branch he 
heard a splashing and found that a great tish was 
making its way up the stream. He gave chase in 
his boat, but could not overtake it until they came 
toarift, where the fish was impeded, and then 


being determined to capture it, he threw himself. 


upon it, but the fish shook him off and went on 
up the river. He thought likely it was the King 
of the Shad About a mile up the North Braneh 
there is a little village called Milltown. It hada 
grist mill, woolen mill, saw mill, general store, 
grocery, blacksmith and wheelwright shop, school 
house and five dwellings. A considerable business 
centered here, along in the forties. Now there is 
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a rather feeble Grist Mill and one or two houses: 
The whole village and three farms about it, were 


owned by Michael Van Derveer. Freshets some- 


times tore out his dam and occasionally flooded his 
Grist Mill. He was therefore very sensitive on 
the subject of rain. At a time when there had 
been two days of rain he became very anxious and 
jumping up early on the next day he looked out 
of the window and remarked, ‘raining again like 
a damn fool.’’ 


When he had charge of the General Store, he 
kept no clerk, and often locked the store and went 
to the mill. If a customer hunted him up, he 
always inquired what was wanted, and if the pro- 
posed purchase was a small one be declared he 
hadn’t any, had just sold out. 


At times he bought a great deal of grain. Once 
he loaded his Mill so heavily with corn that it 
collapsed and several hundred bushels were car- 
ried down the stream. He allowed the mill to 
remain in that ruined condition for years, before 


re-building it. A mad dog that was chased across 
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the meadows ran into these ruins and was shot 
there. 


Here I had my first experiences in school and as 
I recall them now I am led to say that to be a 
schoolmaster in those days was to be a brute. In 
1847 this school distriet was united to the one im- 
mediately west of it. The building was moved 
west a half mile and enlarged. With this change 
came deliverance from tyranny. Rev. Dr. Jno. B. 
Thompson, his brothers Henry P. and Abraham, 
aud their father Hon. Joseph Thompson were the 
men who rescued the children of ‘Tucea-Ramma- 
Hacking from shameful barbarities, and school 
life became a pleasure. They introduced modern 
text books and modern methods. ‘The school 
room was kept clean and was beautified with 
flowers from the school flower garden. Black- 
boards made their appearance. The morning ses- 
siun was opened with a reading from scripture fol- 
lowed by a brief prayer. Singing was indulged in 
at the opening and closing of each session. A love 
of history was inculcated by these teachers, who 
would now and then read to theschoolan account 
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of some stirring event in our country’s life. Fri- 


day afternoons were devoted to the reading of” 


compositions and to declamations. The parents 
were invited in to enjoy these ‘‘exercists.’’ 
Sometimes we had a considerable audience to face 
and we were allowed to wear our Sunday clothes. 

A colored boy dropped into poetry, and wrote 
some very funny things we thought. One verse 
was like this :-— 

‘‘When I do see a great big rat, 
Then I do look around 

To find a stone or a brick bat 
To knock the rascal down.”? 

After two or three efforts of this kind, Dr. 
Thompson strongly advised him to stick to prose. 
One fellow who was always blundering began his 
oration with “‘Conseript Fathers! I have come 
down to you from a former generation! Heaven 
has kindly lengthened out your lives that you 
might behold this auspicious day !’’ 

The advanced cliss in Grammar were appointed 
the ‘‘Crities’? of the school. They were on the 
alert to catch up ungrammatical sentences and 
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there was great Joy among them when now and 
then the teacher would be caught making a slip of 
the tongue. In this way the practical use of 
grammar was shown to the whole school. In 
these and other ways a great interest in the school 
was aroused among the pupils and the parents, as 
well. Inthe Cedar Grove near by, from which 
the school took its name, we boys built a minia- 
ture railroad one of the arch bridges of which was 
considered so fine and strong that it was the talk 
of the neighborhood. 

Going to school at Tucca-Ramma-Hacking was 
fun! The Township Superintendent, Geo. W. 
Vroom, declared this to be the best school in the 
Township. < 

Dr. John B. Thompson has embalmed this name 
in his ‘‘History of Education in New Jersey,’ a 
copy of which has lately come into the possession 
of our Society. . 

Along in the fifties a certain teacher fell vio- 
lently in love with one of the handsome girls of 


this neighborhood. Dr. Thompson in a spirit of 


mischief wrote some verses on the subject and had 
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them printed. A single verse will give some idea 
of their flavor. | Bie 
“Tt seems as if some wretched wight 
At my heart strings were whacking 
-So much I love this lovely maid 
Of Tucea-Ramma- Hacking. 

It is interesting to know that this severe attack 
of heart ache was cured in the usual way, and 
that its owner made a fine record as a teacher at 
the head ofa private school in the lower part of 
our state. 
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